
We Are All Explorers  

 

The Polar Latitudes Citizen Science Program 



Why Offer Citizen Science? 

How we do that: 

 

- Embracing staff idea’s  

- Contribute to the global collective knowledge base 

- Create a core group of people who care and will 

fight for Antarctica 
 

“Lets try to leave the place better 

for us having been there”.  
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Why Offer Citizen Science? 

“To utilize a platform, where scientists can gather important data 

using trained staff and passengers that are already going down 

there, is a smart and effective use of resources” 



•  Involving the public in scientific research 

- Long history dating back to at least middle of 19th century 

  when science was not an occupation. It was a hobby 
 

What Is Citizen Science? 

Polymath Benjamin 

Franklin (1700): 

invention of the 

lightning rod and 

bifocal glasses  

Nurse Florence 

Nightingale (1800): 

Pioneering work in 

statistics & Data 

visualisation 

Theorist of evolution 

Charles Darwin (1800): 

Ducked out of his medical 

degree homework to study 

Marine invertebrates for fun 
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Citizen Science examples 
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Citizen Science examples 

1900 Frank Chapman 

Monitoring: 

- Coral reefs 

(bleaching) 

- Butterfly 

populations 

 

AND EVEN….. 

- Classifying 

galaxies 
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Why Is Citizen Science Important? 

• Data generated is an important source for scientists  

• Data informs research and influences policy 

• Educating and informing the public: Two-way 
engagement between public & scientists 

 

Data makes room for change and  

conservation efforts 
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What Is so Special about Citizen Science in the Polar Regions? 

- It’s urgently needed: We have to understand this region in order to protect it.    

- Research in polar regions is challenging due to remoteness and limited seasonal 
access, yet numerous ships, carrying many citizen scientists are available. 

 

IAATO 2018 
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Success with Citizen Science 

 

Not just media articles but scientific papers to! 
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Success with Citizen Science – Cloud Project 

Cloud Observations  

• Even a few per trip make a real 

difference 

• Accumulation of DATA is the key 
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Success with Citizen Science – Cloud Project  



Increasing Ship Strikes 

Citizen Science making a difference 



Slow Down Zone 

• 20,000 km² slow down zone 

• Adopted 2019 to avoid ship -

strikes 

 Made possible due to 

thousands of guest 

submissions of WHALE 

FLUKE PHOTOS 

Success with Citizen Science – Happy Whale Project 



In 2015, all it took was a: 

- A scientist in Need 

- A willing President 

- A delivery vessel aka Zodiac 

- Expedition staff eager to help, AND….. 

- A few brown bottles 

 
*PL FjordPhyto project was created 

 

PL Citizen Science Program – How it all began 



FjordPhyto  
• Helped start an entire Citizen 

Science project supporting 2 PhDs 

• Potentially new species discovered 

Citizen Science – How it all began 

The contents of those 

little brown bottles: 

- Interesting results 

created a broader field 

of research (now 44 

locations) 
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How Do Our Guests Participate? 

• Citizen Science Program - complimentary each trip 

• Unique opportunity to gather valuable data for real scientists and learn 
about polar science 
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Citizen Science on Board each voyage 

Citizen Science Board 

Daily Program 

Citizen Science Introductory 

Presentation + Recap 
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Citizen Science on Board 

• A typical PL day with Citizen Science: 11:00 Bird Survey 
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Citizen Science on Board 

• A typical PL day with Citizen Science: 13:00 Cloud Observation for:  NASA 
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Citizen Science on Board 

• A typical PL day with Citizen Science: 15:07 Photographing whales for: 

Happy Whale 



• A typical PL day with Citizen Science: 18:30 Daily Recap 
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Citizen Science on Board 
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What Do Our Guests Say? 

 

 

“I had heard of the beauty in Antarctica, but being a part  
of understanding it better really made an impact. It makes me want to 
be an ambassador for Antarctica and the environment in general!” 

“Interesting to see science & tourism can work together!” 

“Participation in citizen science allowed me to be more than just a 
tourist.” 

“I became much more aware of my surroundings…” 

“..more of an appreciation for the ecosystem here as well as an 
appreciation on the impact small choices can have literally at the end 
of the Earth.” 

“..gives the travel more purpose..” 
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Why Are We Successful? 

 

 

• Every PL employee is embracing Citizen Science – it is the PL Culture 

• All guides leading projects are trained & enthusiastic  

• Off-season Citizen Science Coordinator 

• Stand-alone activity offered on each trip 

• Intimate, personal group experience 
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Our Collaborators 
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The Polar Citizen Science Collective 

 

 

• Connect operators, guides and 
scientists 

• Helps us select citizen science 
projects well suited to our 
itineraries 

• Provides guide training & support 
to ensure data is being collected 
accurately 

- One of the founders is our own 
lead CSC 

- PL first to sign Partner orative 
Agreement 
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Woods Hole Oceanographic Institute 

 

 

Dr. Daniel P. Zitterbart 

“The collaboration with PL allows WHOI scientists 

reliable and repeated access to the Antarctic 

peninsula, which is crucial for long-term climate 

change impact monitoring programs. Using MS 

Seaventure as a science platform significantly 

adds to science infrastructure resources and 

enables us to answer scientific research 

questions that would be difficult to address using 

federal research vessels.” 
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The Polar Latitudes Citizen Science Family 

• Citizen Science doesn’t stop when you leave the ship 

PL Keepsake - links to websites and information to keep  
our guests engaged and participating in CS post voyage 
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The Polar Latitudes Citizen Science Family 

PL Happywhale Page  

• Follow PL whales 

• Follow whales of their voyage 
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The Polar Latitudes Citizen Science Family 
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The Polar Latitudes Citizen Science Family 

 

 

Question for Hayley/John/Tim 

 

How much do guests in general stay 

involved with PL AFTER a voyage? Are 

we trying to create something with CS 

that is normally not happening as 

guests are “gone” when off the ship? 

 

Do we have capacity to consider a PC 

event? See text in notes – all that is 

underlined is to be discussed; 

The Social Media stuff is doable, just 

depends if PL want to engage in this 

more 
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The Future of Citizen Science in Antarctica? 

 

 

Citizen Science is all about: 

- Being outside as much and as long as possible 

 

- Taking the time: nature and science requires it 

 

-    Experiencing intimate moments in nature (and with 

wildlife) in small groups of like-minded people. 

 



 

SLIDESHOW TITLE SLIDE – TEXT GOES HERE 
The Future of Citizen Science in Antarctica? 

 

 

PL was the first to fully embrace and implement a CS 

program, and the first to sign with The Polar Collective: 

 

- It is by taking these risks (like all Explorers) to 

achieve remarkable feats, to implement change and 

to give back to Antarctica.  

 

- We are in it for the long haul, and we can’t wait ! 



WILL YOU EXPLORE WITH US? 












































































































































































































































































































































